
 

 

5th Grade 
 Language Arts 

 AKS = Academic Knowledge and Skills: the curriculum your child will learn this year in school. 

 AKS/Objective: Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries, adventure stories) on   

 their approaches to similar themes and topics. 
 

This means… 

I can name the similarities and differences in how 

the author developed the theme and topics (like 

characters and setting) in stories. 

 

This looks like… 

I can pause, think and talk about the similarities and 

differences of a stories' theme or topics and how it 

changes through the story. 

 

Activity Title: Read and compare scenes in stories to determine a universal theme.   LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials needed: 

• Two fiction texts by different authors or cultures with similar or same theme 
(digital eBooks can be found in Parent Portal--Online Research Library-eBooks) 

• blank strips of paper  

  

  

  

  

 

• pencil or pen 

• T-chart - Place a title on each side        

  Story Title #1 Similarities Story Title # 2 
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Directions:  

● Read the two texts. You and your child can read them independently or with each other. 

● After each text, decide on a similar theme (central message or lesson the author wants us to learn, etc.). 

● Using strips of paper, each of you reread 1 of the texts and write down the scenes you think contribute to 

the theme of each text for the text you picked. 

● Using the blank T-chart, read the strips to your partner and explain why you think it contributes to the 

theme of the text. Lay each scene on your side of the T-chart as you go.  Your partner then reads his/her 

scenes and explains how he/she thinks it contributes to the theme of the text.     

● Analyze the scenes together and move any similar scenes to the middle of the T-chart.                                      

● Decide which scenes happened in text 1, but not text 2.  

○ What are the similarities?  

○ What are the differences? 

● After you discuss the information on the T-chart.  

○ Which story developed its theme better? Why do we think this?  

If the activity is too hard, try this:  

         Compare and contrast 2 shorter fiction texts with similar events and the same theme. 

• After reading, work to have your child determine what the theme is and that both texts have the same 

theme. 

o What is the central message or what is the author wanting us to understand about life? 

                    If your child has trouble deciding the theme, offer your child a choice of themes to decide which  

                    best fits the story. 

o In text 1, could the theme be _______________________? or ____________________? 

o How about in this other story, could the theme be _______________________? or 

____________________? (use the same choices you used for text 1) 

• Have the scenes ready for your child and sort them together. 

o Ask how does this contribute or relate to the theme we decided? 

If the activity is too easy, try this:  

• Debate which story developed the theme better.  

o Work together thinking about the strengths of each text.  

o Each person chooses one text to defend, using evidence from the text. 

                             Encourage students to come up with reasons first -I think the author of (story A)  

                             developed the theme better by __________or because_________.   

• Use the activity directions above, and instead of scenes, consider the use of: 
o Author’s use of point of view influences how events are described 

▪ How does the point of view help us understand the story in this part? 
▪ How does this contribute to the theme? 
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• Use the activity directions above to compare two stories with similar topics. 

o Which scenes contribute to the topic? 

o Which scenes are similar and different? 

If the activity is just right, try this:  

• Use the activity directions above, instead of scenes, to consider: 
o  How characters interact 

▪ How do the characters interact in this part of the story? 
▪ How does this contribute to the theme? 

o How characters respond to a problem 
▪ How do the characters respond to a problem in this part of the story? 
▪ How does this contribute to the theme? 

o Visual aids or illustrations 
▪ How do the illustrations support this part of the story? 
▪ How does this contribute to the theme? 

 
 
 
 


